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Thanks for 2Thanks for 2Thanks for 2Thanks for 2Thanks for 20!0!0!0!0!
It was 20 years ago this week, January 19, 1987, that a moving van
showed up at our house in Chatham, New Jersey, and through the
snowy day all our worldly possessions were loaded for the trip to
Lafayette, Indiana.

The following few days were filled with adventure.  Freezing tem-
peratures did a number on both our cars (especially the diesel
Rabbit!), which were accustomed to the more temperate climate of
New Jersey.  Two visits to VW dealers in Ohio finally equipped us
to come the distance.  We arrived to a 17-below welcome.

But the home of Bill and Ramona Farris was so warm and cheery
we quickly forgot the past few days.  We ate a quick soup supper,
and Ramona graciously gave up her ticket so that I could accom-
pany Bill to my first experience with Purdue basketball.  It turned
out to be a “W” over Illinois in overtime, a game that fans talked
about for years.

Over these 20 years we have been blessed far, far, far beyond what
any minister and his family could expect.  The elders and their
wives–Bell, Brown, Dale, Farris, Floyd, Mathews, Nelson, Postleth-
wait, Swensen, Vance, Vice, and Wilkins–have been more than
mentors; they have been colleagues and friends, encouraging and
supporting at every step along the way.  Fellow staff members–
Peet, Williams, Davis, Morgan, Richardson, Porter, and Cooke–
have all been close friends and counselors.  Sherry Marks–and for
almost 6 years Sue McClain–graciously and competently took care
of the 1001 details of communication.  The treasurers, service staff,
all those special people who led the Life Groups I coordinated . . .
there’s no place to stop in handing out thanks.  You never put
Lisa or me into a preconceived box of expectations, but you
allowed both of us to carve out the shape of our ministries here.

Sam is right: the hundreds who have been a part of the Elmwood
family through the years are good people!  It has been an honor
to live and work among you.  Young and old, you have been our
friends and have taught us many things.  Thank you, God, for all
these people and for every day of all 20 years.                   G. Crowe

A Biblical ChurchA Biblical ChurchA Biblical ChurchA Biblical ChurchA Biblical Church
Jack Bauer is a character on a televi-
sion series called “24.” He is a compli-
cated and intense character who
always seems to make the right calls in
combatting terrorism. He plays outside
the rulebook and often at great per-
sonal expense. But he always gets the
job done, averts the attack, and thwarts
the terrorists’ attempts to cripple the
USA. In fact, even his critics on the
show admit that, although they do not
like his methodologies, “Jack gets
results.” Boy does he get results....

Although a very complicated man, Jack
lives by a simple philosophy, a phi-
losophy where the end always justifies
the means. Hence, torture and murder
are necessary, if the end result is
stopping the terrorists.

More churches than we care to admit
operate using Jack’s philosophy.  A
biblical truth can be easily neglected or
even disregarded in church if it means
that people won’t leave the congrega-
tion. The problem with basing church
policies on whether families leave or
not  is that it simply isn’t biblical.
Jesus himself had many people leave
when he forged ahead with his purpose
here on earth (John 6:66). One of our
goals as a body of Christ is to fight
through these subtle philosophies that
tempt us all and shape a church
community based on truth and
righteousness. The type of church that
is willing to do that is hard to find . . . it
is also a church where I could serve in
and be part of indefinitely . . .     ~Dan



Justin GardinerJustin GardinerJustin GardinerJustin GardinerJustin Gardiner, son of Kim
Hollingsworth and grandson of
Sue & Bill Adams, leaves Satur-
day to study in Copenhagen,
Denmark, for the next 4 months.
What a great opportunity!  We wish
him well.

Pray that God touches the heart of the indi-
vidual whom He has in mind for us to hire.
That through God’s divine power the indi-

vidual He has prepared understands what God has
in mind for him and will respond to that call.

The church is putting together a memory album for the Crowes. A blank page for the
album is being distributed to each family. Please use this page to contribute one or
more of the following :

• write a note to Gayle and Lisa
• share a favorite memory or a favorite verse
• share a photo
• children could draw a picture
• create your own tribute

Please return this sheet by WWWWWednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdayyyyy, January 17,, January 17,, January 17,, January 17,, January 17, to one of the following:
• the collection box in the Farris Foyer
• Peggy Linback    •     Scheryl Gaylor
• Becky Pitt           •    Christi Branstetter

Memory Album for the CroMemory Album for the CroMemory Album for the CroMemory Album for the CroMemory Album for the Crowwwwweseseseses

Studying AbroadStudying AbroadStudying AbroadStudying AbroadStudying Abroad

The adult class led by Rob SmithRob SmithRob SmithRob SmithRob Smith, studying Max Lucado’s book, In the Grip ofIn the Grip ofIn the Grip ofIn the Grip ofIn the Grip of
GraceGraceGraceGraceGrace, , , , , will meet in RRRRRoom 19oom 19oom 19oom 19oom 19 beginning this Sunday, January 21.  The book centers
on the question, “Can anything separate us from the love of Christ?”

A New StudyA New StudyA New StudyA New StudyA New Study

The following people continue to need our daily prayers::::: Seth Mullen, WillardSeth Mullen, WillardSeth Mullen, WillardSeth Mullen, WillardSeth Mullen, Willard
FFFFFarmerarmerarmerarmerarmer, K, K, K, K, Kaden Kaden Kaden Kaden Kaden Koebckeoebckeoebckeoebckeoebcke, Annie & Elaine Cro, Annie & Elaine Cro, Annie & Elaine Cro, Annie & Elaine Cro, Annie & Elaine Crowwwwwderderderderder, Linda Smith, Marcia, Linda Smith, Marcia, Linda Smith, Marcia, Linda Smith, Marcia, Linda Smith, Marcia
SwSwSwSwSwailsailsailsailsails, Mark Eddy, Mark Eddy, Mark Eddy, Mark Eddy, Mark Eddy, L, L, L, L, Lynn Rynn Rynn Rynn Rynn Robinson, Delpha Allen, Anna Daleobinson, Delpha Allen, Anna Daleobinson, Delpha Allen, Anna Daleobinson, Delpha Allen, Anna Daleobinson, Delpha Allen, Anna Dale, Minnie, Minnie, Minnie, Minnie, Minnie
Scott, Carrie High, Irene Fox, Ruth Marks, Scott, Carrie High, Irene Fox, Ruth Marks, Scott, Carrie High, Irene Fox, Ruth Marks, Scott, Carrie High, Irene Fox, Ruth Marks, Scott, Carrie High, Irene Fox, Ruth Marks, & Burnell Gulden.Burnell Gulden.Burnell Gulden.Burnell Gulden.Burnell Gulden.

Serving in our military: JeremJeremJeremJeremJeremy Crable y Crable y Crable y Crable y Crable (Afghanistan); Brian Guthrie Brian Guthrie Brian Guthrie Brian Guthrie Brian Guthrie (Qatar,
Persian Gulf), Philip Devine Philip Devine Philip Devine Philip Devine Philip Devine & Robbie Mullinax Robbie Mullinax Robbie Mullinax Robbie Mullinax Robbie Mullinax, stateside training; JonJonJonJonJon
Kiefner Kiefner Kiefner Kiefner Kiefner (Amanda Guthrie’s brother in Iraq); ; ; ; ; and Amanda Martin Amanda Martin Amanda Martin Amanda Martin Amanda Martin (South Korea:).

PraPraPraPraPrayyyyyer Concernser Concernser Concernser Concernser Concerns...............

Men’sMen’sMen’sMen’sMen’s
BreakfastBreakfastBreakfastBreakfastBreakfast

this Saturdaythis Saturdaythis Saturdaythis Saturdaythis Saturday
The Men’s Breakfast will be this
Saturday morning January 20,Saturday morning January 20,Saturday morning January 20,Saturday morning January 20,Saturday morning January 20,
2222200000000007, at 7:43am 7, at 7:43am 7, at 7:43am 7, at 7:43am 7, at 7:43am in A2. The
breakfast concludes at 8:59am.
Men of all ages are encouraged to
attend and enjoy the fellowship.
Please add your name to the
breakfast sign up sheet located in
the Farris Foyer.  If you haven’t
been before, you’re missing out on
some great fellowship with some
of the best men God created. If
you don’t believe it, check it out!!

ELMWOOD CHURCH OF CHRIST newsletter (USPS 758-630) is published  weekly, except the week of Christmas, by the Elmwood Church of
Christ, 2501 Elmwood Ave., Lafayette 47904.  Periodical  postage paid at Lafayette, IN.  POSTMASTER: send address changes to ELMWOOD
CHURCH OF CHRIST, 2501 Elmwood Ave., Lafayette, IN 47904.

Jan. 17, 7 PMJan. 17, 7 PMJan. 17, 7 PMJan. 17, 7 PMJan. 17, 7 PM....Bible Classes
for all

Jan. 20, 7:43 AMJan. 20, 7:43 AMJan. 20, 7:43 AMJan. 20, 7:43 AMJan. 20, 7:43 AM....Men’s
Breakfast; A2

Jan. 2Jan. 2Jan. 2Jan. 2Jan. 21, 6 PM1, 6 PM1, 6 PM1, 6 PM1, 6 PM....LIFE Groups
meet

Feb. 25 & March 4,Feb. 25 & March 4,Feb. 25 & March 4,Feb. 25 & March 4,Feb. 25 & March 4,
6 PM6 PM6 PM6 PM6 PM....Joe Ruhl shares

“Why I Believe”“Why I Believe”“Why I Believe”“Why I Believe”“Why I Believe”

The elders have announced that Cody SipeCody SipeCody SipeCody SipeCody Sipe has agreed to assume Elmwood’s pulpit
responsibilities for the months of February through May.  Having had a taste of
Cody’s preaching last year in his three-week series on spiritual fitness, we look
forward to being blessed by his Sunday morning ministry with us. He will also be
planning the order of worship, along with the song leaders, each Sunday morning for
those months.  Thanks, Cody, for stepping up to the plate for us!

Pulpit RPulpit RPulpit RPulpit RPulpit Responsibilitiesesponsibilitiesesponsibilitiesesponsibilitiesesponsibilities...............

January 14, 2007
Class:200   Worship: 282

Contribution: $7,869



Sunday, January 28, 2007Sunday, January 28, 2007Sunday, January 28, 2007Sunday, January 28, 2007Sunday, January 28, 2007
12:45 PM (after 2nd service) at12:45 PM (after 2nd service) at12:45 PM (after 2nd service) at12:45 PM (after 2nd service) at12:45 PM (after 2nd service) at

The TrailsThe TrailsThe TrailsThe TrailsThe Trails
The Tecumseh RoomThe Tecumseh RoomThe Tecumseh RoomThe Tecumseh RoomThe Tecumseh Room
325 Burnetts Road325 Burnetts Road325 Burnetts Road325 Burnetts Road325 Burnetts Road

West Lafayette, IndianaWest Lafayette, IndianaWest Lafayette, IndianaWest Lafayette, IndianaWest Lafayette, Indiana
742-6478742-6478742-6478742-6478742-6478

Buffet–$17.00 per personBuffet–$17.00 per personBuffet–$17.00 per personBuffet–$17.00 per personBuffet–$17.00 per person
$8.50 for age 10 and under$8.50 for age 10 and under$8.50 for age 10 and under$8.50 for age 10 and under$8.50 for age 10 and under

(cost includes tip and tax to be paid(cost includes tip and tax to be paid(cost includes tip and tax to be paid(cost includes tip and tax to be paid(cost includes tip and tax to be paid
at The Trails)at The Trails)at The Trails)at The Trails)at The Trails)

Reservations are needed.Reservations are needed.Reservations are needed.Reservations are needed.Reservations are needed.
Please sign up in the church foyersPlease sign up in the church foyersPlease sign up in the church foyersPlease sign up in the church foyersPlease sign up in the church foyers

or call the church office byor call the church office byor call the church office byor call the church office byor call the church office by
Sunday, January 21, 2007.Sunday, January 21, 2007.Sunday, January 21, 2007.Sunday, January 21, 2007.Sunday, January 21, 2007.

Leadership Training for Christ –Leadership Training for Christ –Leadership Training for Christ –Leadership Training for Christ –Leadership Training for Christ –
 April 6-8, 2 April 6-8, 2 April 6-8, 2 April 6-8, 2 April 6-8, 2000000000077777

Unstoppable – ActsUnstoppable – ActsUnstoppable – ActsUnstoppable – ActsUnstoppable – Acts

This is for all third through twelfth graders.  Sign
up now!
Name ___________________________________
Grade ____
Address _______________________
City ___________________ State ____
Zip _______ Phone (____) _____________
E-mail address (optional)
_____________________________
T-shirt size:

May we share your contact information with our

Christian colleges and universities? Yes  No

STEP 2:  Mark the events you are registeringSTEP 2:  Mark the events you are registeringSTEP 2:  Mark the events you are registeringSTEP 2:  Mark the events you are registeringSTEP 2:  Mark the events you are registering
for belofor belofor belofor belofor belowwwww.....
____ Alternative Art ____ Alternative Art –
Banner
____ Bible Bowl ____ Bible Class Teaching
____ Bible Reading ____ Bulletin Boards
____ Christian Art ____ Christian Website
____ Christian Writing
____ Group Singing (LargeLargeLargeLargeLarge, 1, 1, 1, 1, 10+ students0+ students0+ students0+ students0+ students)
____ Group Singing (Small, 2-9 studentsSmall, 2-9 studentsSmall, 2-9 studentsSmall, 2-9 studentsSmall, 2-9 students)
____ Leadership Challenge
____ Live Modern Drama ____ Puppets
____ Radio Minute Message
____ Scrapbooks ____ Scripture Challenge
____ Service Challenge
____ Signing and Interpreting for the Deaf
____ Song Leading
____ Speeches
____ Video Bible

Please return the form and $35 to Phyllis Simmer-
man or me.  Adults: we will be needing coaches,
too!  We also have openings for a couple conven-
tion coordinators – see me.                           – LeeLeeLeeLeeLee

Brunch with theBrunch with theBrunch with theBrunch with theBrunch with the
Crowes!Crowes!Crowes!Crowes!Crowes!

Elmwood will host aElmwood will host aElmwood will host aElmwood will host aElmwood will host a
Farewell Open House forFarewell Open House forFarewell Open House forFarewell Open House forFarewell Open House for

Gayle & Lisa CroweGayle & Lisa CroweGayle & Lisa CroweGayle & Lisa CroweGayle & Lisa Crowe
on January 28, 2007, fromon January 28, 2007, fromon January 28, 2007, fromon January 28, 2007, fromon January 28, 2007, from

4:00-6:00 PM, in the4:00-6:00 PM, in the4:00-6:00 PM, in the4:00-6:00 PM, in the4:00-6:00 PM, in the
Elmwood fellowship room.Elmwood fellowship room.Elmwood fellowship room.Elmwood fellowship room.Elmwood fellowship room.

Elmwood members and past members,Elmwood members and past members,Elmwood members and past members,Elmwood members and past members,Elmwood members and past members,
as well as friendsas well as friendsas well as friendsas well as friendsas well as friends

from the Lafayette communityfrom the Lafayette communityfrom the Lafayette communityfrom the Lafayette communityfrom the Lafayette community
and Purdue community, areand Purdue community, areand Purdue community, areand Purdue community, areand Purdue community, are

invited to share this time withinvited to share this time withinvited to share this time withinvited to share this time withinvited to share this time with
the Crowes.the Crowes.the Crowes.the Crowes.the Crowes.

At 6:00 we’ll meet in the auditoriumAt 6:00 we’ll meet in the auditoriumAt 6:00 we’ll meet in the auditoriumAt 6:00 we’ll meet in the auditoriumAt 6:00 we’ll meet in the auditorium
for a slide show that will includefor a slide show that will includefor a slide show that will includefor a slide show that will includefor a slide show that will include

memories of the last 20 yearsmemories of the last 20 yearsmemories of the last 20 yearsmemories of the last 20 yearsmemories of the last 20 years

(If you have any pictures from the last(If you have any pictures from the last(If you have any pictures from the last(If you have any pictures from the last(If you have any pictures from the last
20 years you’d like to share, please give20 years you’d like to share, please give20 years you’d like to share, please give20 years you’d like to share, please give20 years you’d like to share, please give

them to Lee Porter ASAP.them to Lee Porter ASAP.them to Lee Porter ASAP.them to Lee Porter ASAP.them to Lee Porter ASAP.
They They They They They willwillwillwillwill be returned.) be returned.) be returned.) be returned.) be returned.)



2222200000000007 Spiritual A7 Spiritual A7 Spiritual A7 Spiritual A7 Spiritual Advdvdvdvdventureentureentureentureenture
 W W W W Week 4:  January 22-28eek 4:  January 22-28eek 4:  January 22-28eek 4:  January 22-28eek 4:  January 22-28

Read:
Exodus 1-18; Luke 11:29-14:35

In Luke’s gospel, Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a mustard seed, which “grew and became a tree, and the birds of
the air perched in its branches.”

In the ancient, eastern world, a mighty tree was often used to symbolize a great empire while the smaller nations under its
protective governance were compared to birds that found shelter in its branches.  This picture of the kingdom of God is fitting
because, as William Barclay points out, Luke, a gentile, wrote for all the nations and dreamed of a world for Christ.  Our world
today, despite modern travel and communication, is still a pretty big place.

So what would a world for Christ look like?  Barclay suggests that:
1 .1 .1 .1 .1 . There would be room for a wide variety of beliefs.There would be room for a wide variety of beliefs.There would be room for a wide variety of beliefs.There would be room for a wide variety of beliefs.There would be room for a wide variety of beliefs.  As long as all people’s beliefs are rooted in Christ, they

are all facets of God’s truth.  (Does that mean I should rethink some of my “they’re wrong and we’re right” think-
ing?)

2.2.2.2.2. There would be room for a wide variety of experiences.There would be room for a wide variety of experiences.There would be room for a wide variety of experiences.There would be room for a wide variety of experiences.There would be room for a wide variety of experiences.  Some folks grew up in the church. Some have
been prodigal children who had faith at one time but lost it.  Some have had no religious training at all.  (Does that
mean that I should welcome all who seek Christ?)

3 .3 .3 .3 .3 . There would be room for a wide variety of ways of worship.There would be room for a wide variety of ways of worship.There would be room for a wide variety of ways of worship.There would be room for a wide variety of ways of worship.There would be room for a wide variety of ways of worship.  Some like the old songs.  Some like the new
songs.  Some like traditional, others contemporary.  (Does that mean I should be more concerned about what I put
into the worship and less concerned about what I get out of it?)

4 .4 .4 .4 .4 . There wThere wThere wThere wThere would be room for all kinds of peopleould be room for all kinds of peopleould be room for all kinds of peopleould be room for all kinds of peopleould be room for all kinds of people.....  Young and old.  Rich and poor.  Hip and square.  Male and
female.  Dressed up and casual.  Democrats and Republicans.  Conservatives and liberals.  (Does that mean I
should love God’s people, even if they are different?)

5 .5 .5 .5 .5 . There would be room for all nations.There would be room for all nations.There would be room for all nations.There would be room for all nations.There would be room for all nations.  (Could it be that our little children in all their innocence might be
right as they sing, “red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his sight . . .”?)                –Joe R      –Joe R      –Joe R      –Joe R      –Joe Ruhluhluhluhluhl


