








2007 Spiritual Adventure
 Week 50: December 17-23

Read:
Jonah-Zephaniah;
Revelation 1-11

When I read thru the book of Zephaniah for this week I thought, “Why did I pick this to write about?” God takes little time
to show his unhappiness with his people. Then I began to think about why God is angry. He is angry with the sin of his
people. But this may not be what we usually think about concerning sin. We think of it as, “I shouldn’t have said that” or, “I
shouldn’t have looked at that website” or, “I shouldn’t have taken that doughnut when he wasn’t looking.” While those are
are bad, that’s not what God is angry about here. He is angry about the Israelite’s lack of trust and their going to other so-
called “gods” (1:5-12).

We may not have the answers for all situations, but here is a good piece of advice: Don’t challenge the sovereignty of the
Lord. He takes his sovereignty very seriously. As a parent I have a small glimpse of this. When I am outside in the dark with
my children and they act scared, I get a little miffed. I feel like, “Don’t you guys trust me? I love you. Nothing is going to
happen here with me around.” I feel their fear is a challenge to my ability, as a father, to protect them. The Israelites were
doing this to God. And worse than their lack of trust, they were going elsewhere for help. While I was continuing through
the book, I saw the familiar pattern in the Old Testament that God, in spite of his anger, reaches out to reconcile his
people. In chapter three; however, comes (to me) an unbelievable statement in verses 17 and 18. God not only reaches out
in reconciliation but “exults over you with loud singing as on a day of festival” (NRSV; italics mine). I’m nothing
special, so it’s incredible to know that our creator can get so joyful over me. Those words are as true for you as well. As we
proceed through life, let us continue to grow in our trust of him and start listening for His song.          –Ed Robson


